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JANUARY-FEBRUARY, 1974 THE CLASSMATE 
In Our Midst 
Mrs. Nancy Miller, pastel portrait artist, 
creates another beautiful picture. 
TI1e Impressionist l<H>ks at an object and 
is startled by the changes brought about by 
the simple changes in the atmosphere. The 
interplay of light on the colors inherent in 
the object, the focus on brillance otherwise 
unnoticed. 
Pen and ink are totally inadequate when 
developing n word picture of Nancy Miller 
for she is the effeet oflight and atmosphere 
on the prism beauty of a sunrise. With each 
glance she is different. Muted and 
shadowed at times, then in a moment, a ray 
of light finds a whole new facet. 
You may know Nancy Miller as the 
teacher in your child's life. Mrs. J\liller has 
taught at the Naval Postgraduate School 
Pre-School Nursery for the past ten years. 
Or, perhaps, Nancy Miller, the artist who 
creates lovely pastel portraits by commis· 
sion. These are but two impressions ... 
A mellow Friday, one of those Ja11tastic 
Monterey mornings. The Miller home is 011 a 
quiet cul-de-sac wliere tlw trees in the yanls 
have had time to mature. A colorful window 
box groaning with blooming geraniums. A 
warm welcome .•. 
The easel, bathetl in light/rum the picture 
window, showed the results of an early 
morning sitting. An easy conversation to 
slip into .•• 
We talked of children and teaching. 
Nancy has seen a gradual change in chil-
dren over the past decade. Her first experi-
ences found that children came to pre-
school expecting to be entertained. Then, 
two or three years ago, imagination re· 
turned and teaching and learning became 
more fun. Nancy seems to truly enjoy her 
time with the children, evidenced by the 
laugh in her voice when she tells of the 
antics of her three year olds. The impor-
tance of the child's first experience in a 
classroom is foremost in her approach to the 
youngsters. A natural interest in and con-
cern for the little people makes for a learn-
ing experience that's fun and effective. 
My eye caught a wall of memories, all 
lovingly crafted by Nancy's family . A 
watercolor done hy her Grandmother and 
her own first attempt al portraits done at 
age two arc among the pictures aml ohjects 
that arc cherished. The Miller's are admit-
tedly scntimcntul, but then that's another 
facet. 
An Illinois childhood ... always the 
dream lo be an artist. After high School 
Nancy studied at the Chicago Art Institute 
and at the American Academy of Art, also 
in Chicago. A job at the Rockford (Illinois) 
Illustrating Co. didn't quite satisfy the 
artist's creative nature. Her family then 
moved to Sun Bernudino and there she 
worked withJinkin's Display. Again, the job 
offered no real challenge for this creative 
lady. 
Then, Carmel happened. Earlier, a trip to 
the area to visit an aunt had been her first 
look at the Peninsula and it had been "love 
at first sight." Nancy left San Bernudino 
and came to Carmel to study art with Lee 
Randolph and Henrietta Shore, and make 
the area her home. 
Her frequent visits to the Carmel Post 
Office to mail letters home brought an un-
expected but pleasurable change in her life 
when Bob Miller decided to say, "Hello." 
Today, twenty four years later, Bob and 
PAGES 
I 
A warm greeting awaits you upon a visit to 
the Miller home. 
Nuncy have three lovely daughters and two 
grandchildren. 
Eldest daughter Cathy Miller Gronewald 
and husband, Rex, have recently returned 
from Germany where Rex was serving with 
(Cont. on page 6) 
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the Army. The Gronl'wald's arc now mak-
ing u honw in Laramie, Wyoming. where 
Rex plans a career in leaching. and they 
have a glohc trolling daughter, Sheri, who is 
ten months old. 
Francie ;\liller Ward and huhby Jim live 
in Vallejo while Jim is serving the Navy. 
\lt'wcsl grandchild. Amlrea Joy, joined the 
dan on November 17, 1973. 
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Joy \tiller lives at home and is a st11tlcnt at . 
\lontcrcy Peninsula College. She 11lans lo 
attend Humboh Stale anti major in German. 
Long range plans include a return trip lo 
Germany where she can use all of that ling- ' 
uistic talent. 
A highlight of the year wus the trip 'fancy 
• .11ul Bob made to Augsberg, Germany thi s 
past Spring to visit their daughter and fam-
ily. The four \\eek trip brought many impre-
ssions und fund memories. The group 
traveled O\er two thousand miles hy car to 
Hullum!. France. through the Rhine Valley, 
lo Austria. Switzerland and Italy. Nancy 
vividly recalls scenes she hopes to paint ... 
pic lurcbook cottages ... a peasant lady 
1lressed in black teruling her nock of geese. 
A new interest in 11hologra11hy was hastily 
1lt•\·elo11cd to capture some of those scenes. 
. . for sentimental reasons. 
While visiting the Black Forest, Nancy 
f1•ll in love with a beautiful musical clock. 
and she was terribly disappointed when she 
couldn't bring it home. Weeks later when 
Joy visited Germany the two sister's ar-
ranged for the clock to he sent hack for their 
parent's anniversary. A definite i11111ression 
is that thoughtfulness is part of the stuff that 
\liller's arc made of! 
Mrs. Miller assists Christopher, one of her 
many pre-school students. 
to more light. contl•mporury music. ~ancr 
also sings with her church choir. Her tas te 
in muskal gt•nres varies widely. hut then 
again. the joy is in the performing . 
A fair Peninsula afternoon mighl find 
~ancy walking through her favorite streets 
in Carmel. It is hert• one cun savor the im· 
pressinns slowly, marveling in each for its 
u11i1111cness. The stroll would most often 
end al the little shop where her favorite 
metal scu l111ure is done. The simple expres-
sion of childhrn1d memories captured in 
metal. It is just as Nancy hopes lo interpret 
her feelings ahoul the world she secs, and 
the children in her work, through her many 
creative outlets. 
- Cheryl Kier 
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Observing the children display their tal-
ents, Nancy Miller is creative talent per-
sonified. 
(Those interested in Nancy ~liller's portrait 
work can find sum11les hung in the Post-
graduate School Nursery, along with infor-
mation regarding commission. ) 
This busy lady fimls further creative out-
let by devoting herself to private singing 
lessons and perfonnanccs with a number of 
local clwrul groups. Nancy performs with 
the Choral Society, a classical choral group. 
aml the Chorulecrs. which is sponsored by 
rhc Recreation Department and lends itself HAPPY VALENTINE'S DAY 
